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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE ACCOMPLISHED

CHOIR CONDUCTOR

— DR. C.Y. LI

Date of interview: 29th October, 1976 (Friday)

Time: 3:40 p.m.

Place: Music Room

Characters: Dr. Li and Reporters of Press Club (Hereafter referred to as ‘R’).

R:
Dr. Li:

Dr. Li:

Dr, Li:

What's your opinion regarding the music level of Chan Sui Ki boys?

| had been teaching secondary students for quite a long time. But it was
many years ago already before | came here. When | taught here, | found
that the music level of lower form students is quite low, | can observe
that many small boys cannot even sing a note correctly! Well! This
might have been a common illness for present-day primary students in
Hong Kong. For higher forms, | just don’t know because music lessons,
as you know, are taught up to Four Three classes only.

Have you found any difficulties in teaching, then?

No. Probably no! They can accept my teaching easily, | feel. Whenever
a new or say, a significant piece of information is raised, they are
willing to think of it. A more interesting question is asked, their

eagerness in accepting and thinking over it is simultaneously increased.

These are what | think great encouragement for me and probably for
everyone who teaches.

Are the musical facilities and activities enough in Chan Sui Ki College?

Well! The expression ‘enough’ is quite abstract. It’s something hard to

define. ‘enough” because when there are more facilities, the students’
need for more will come. So ‘enough’ is, in fact, not that enough. H'm
..., let me see, we have pianoes, a stereophonic gramaphone. | think
they are basically enough for Chan Sui Ki.

Do you have an intention to initiate open concerts in school?

H'm, the importance lies on what is to be performed! I'm certainly
willing to if it doesn’t interfere with our studies. This kind of activities
are supposed to supplement these music we seldom come across. We
can’t play them the music that they are familiar with, managing to
flatter the students. On the other hand, there is a Christmas concert
annually which | think shows the principal’s farsight. Brother Eugene's
policy in this concert is good, indeed. Services or systematic lessons
should be taught in classroom while others may be taught in a more
active way. This Christmas concert will be an outlet for them to
perform or in other words, to show their feelings.

As you have taught here for more than a year and are the conductor of
school choir, do you have any comments on the level of our choir?

As regards the senior choir, it's better to refer back to last year's
competition. As | remember one time when the competition ended and
we left the hall, | talked to many other school-choir conductors. They,
like me have the feeling that the adjudicator’s judgement was, by no
means, just. They had a feeling that our choir should be included in the
first three positions. So, | think we won't be worse than others. In fact,
choir members are chosen not strictly but encouragingly since they are
so been on joining the school choir. One thing | have to emphasize is
that we never give any members up! The principal’s attitude towards
this is all but the same as mine. He think that the purpose of the choir
is that students may join and become dedicated. Although it is good to
win a prize, are dedicated, we have attained our own goal! As a matter
of fact, he never minds whether we win or lose. | think it is all correct.
For the junior choir, they got the second position last year. The level
can simply be seen from that. In fact, | heard them sing and | felt that
their performance was good, tool The most precious aspect is that Mr.
Anthony Cheung, who is not teaching music, leads them so well. Often,
genius should be concerned in one’s quality and talents.

R:

Dr. Li:

Dr. Li:

Dr. Li:

Dr. Li:

Dr. Li:

What’s your opinion on the opening of a choir participating in the
section of over 17 years old choir competition in the future?

Over seventeen? It's harder, | think, because for a choir of over
seventeen year-old boys, Form Four or upper form students should
make the back bone of the institution or the fundamental source of
recruitment of the choir members. As you know, these classes haven't
any music lessons. For the time being, it is not expected.

In that case, should there be music lessons in Form Four or in upper
forms?

As | am a music teacher, |'d rather say that everybody at any time, any
age should have music lessons. Hence, no matter whether you're a
student or not, you are accepting music. Instead of being taught music,
| would rather say to appreciate music under the instruction of their
teachers. There is no doubt that it is good for students to be taught
music from the time they enter the school until they leave. In other
words, from Form One to Form Five or even Form Six, Form Seven.
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Let’s come back to our new school song, shall we? By the way, would
you tell us the reason for composing a new school song?

* % %% %

Oh! Indeed | don't know how to tell you why. Let's cart our mind back
to May of last academic year. That was before the Summer Vacation.
One day, Brother Eugene saw me and Mr. Cheung very casually. He said
that he wanted a new school song. Well! His reason was simply because
we should have a school song of our won — a real Chan Sui Ki College
Song. The old one we used is also used in some other schools in Hong
Kong and even in Burma, people sing this song! | think you may also be
interested in knowing the process. (In fact, it's what the reporter
prepared to ask.) Its like that: After that occasion, | told him that I'm
not good at composing words for a song. | suggested him to invite an
English teacher to take up this task. Later, in the beginning of the
Summer Vacation if | remember correctly, he asked me the progress of
the new school song. Unfortunately | am an English teacher, he asked
me to take up the task. And again later, | gave him a draft with words
and notations. When | got it back in the middle of the vacation, | made
my last correction in words. Just before the school re-opened, Brother
Eugene had his own correction in words again. So, | again got it back
‘after that and bettered the tone with the text. But it was not yet
decided, till he heard a F >rm Two class sing this song in a music lesson.
| can still remember a question he asked at that moment. During the
lesson, he said to me that he had heard a song with a similar tune and |
answered that school songs were school song. |t must always have a
school-song taste.

Do you have any special ideas on the old school song?

No, no special ideas but simple ones! | think the old school song is
energetic and sprightly.

Then, how does it compare with the new orie?

My feeling of the new school song is that it is more serious. | think it
should be more serious, although youths are energetic, because spree
should have its own direction, especially when we are standing seriously
and justifiably, singing our own school song. The words of the new
school song point out clearly that it is Chan Sui Ki College’s own song,
so that in the future when Chan Sui Ki boys have theit achievements in
society, they may think of their own Alma Mata — Chan Sui Ki College
and the words of their school song, or to make a good name for the
school — their own mother school.
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That is what we can see from the school song: lead us in our games and
studies, so that in halls of fame; hail, to thee our Alma Mata, strong in
unity; now and in the life before us, we shall ring ‘thy name; one in
fellowship forever, Boys of Chan Sui Ki. . ... g
Dear School-mates,

Let’s stay together one in harmony;

let's create a world of our own;

let’s build a true Chan Sui Ki spirit;

lets sing our own school song together;
- let’s clasp and nurture it!
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HEAR WHAT THEY SAY

Mr. Sit, Miss Wong, Mr. Au and Miss
Law joined the teaching staff of Chan
Sui Ki this year. Do you know these
four respectable teachers? You may
not! So, let's hear what they say!

Mr. KK Au  EIbfsEA

Date of interview: 3rd November, 1976.
Form-master: Form 3C
Subjects taught: English,

Science and Ethics.

*| left La Salle College in 1960. Then
| worked for a year and taught for a few
years in a Government School. Later |
went to England to study in the Univer-
sity of London. After graduation, | came
back. | intended going to La Salle to
be a teacher, but Brother Eugene invited
me to teach here, so | am working here
now. | am glad to have the chance to
teach what | have learnt especially when
| am working in a school conducted by
De La Salle Brothers. | teach English,
Integrated Science and Ethics. | have
noticed that the standard of English is
not high and needs improvement. Of the
students try harder, | think the standard
will improve. In my own opinion it is
somewhat lower than the normal stan-
dard.” :

““Foundation is important for study.
| intensely believe that both intelligence
and diligence are essential. Diligence can
help a student if he is not particularly
clever, but it is often laborious. So
students should work hard not only in
Form Five, but in every year.”

“The extra-curricular activities of
Chan Sui Ki College are adequate and
have already reached an ideal stage.
However, as a member of these clubs, a
student must know what to choose and
these activities should not interfere with
his own studies. The number of clubs
would not be too much and, in fact, the
number of clubs is not important. As |
have seen, the academic results and
sports achievement of this school is
quite good. | hope the students will
preserve balance between the extra-
curricular activities and their studies.”

“As you know, | came from a boys
school. In a boys school like Chan Sui
Ki, discipline is good. Although it is not
all perfect, compared with other boys
schools, | think not many of them reach
the stage | have come across.”

“Hair should be kept clean and tidy
but should not be too long. Some even
wear hair touching their shoulders, this
is not necessary. As | see it, the length
of hair of our students is suitable; in
generat it is not too long.”

“Facilities in this school are not
quite perfect. The Library, for example,
serves the purpose of a revision room
more than a real library. Nevertheless, |
think everything can be improved by
hardwork and patience.”

Integrated

Mr. S.H. Sit .
HEIRIB S |

Date of interview: 28th October 1976.
Subjects taught: Physical Education and

Chinese Language.

“Before | came here, | studied in the
Sir Robert Black College of Education
and graduated from Tuen Wan Govern-
ment School. As | studied P.E. and
Chinese Language in Sir Robert Black
College, | teach these subjects here.
They are also my favorite subjects.
However, among these two, | like P.E.
better. Although | have been teaching
here in Chan Sui Ki for just two
months, | have noticed that sports
facilities are not adeguate. Nevertheless,
the school authority impresses me in
that it pays great attention to sports. |
am pleased to teach here. In spite of the
limitation of facilities, I'm really quite
surprised at the achievement of Chan
Sui Ki boys in this field when | read the
record.”

“The school has placed the floating-
class students together with the five-
year subsidised course students. | think
it is really a far-seeing policy because
S.S.E.E. should by no means, be the
deciding factor in a small boy's future.
Under this policy, the floating-class
students will be influenced to study
more diligently. However, if they are
separated from others, they'll have a
feeling of self-abasement and even a
sense of being neglected.”

“Discipline? Well! Just like a boys’
school! | studied in a co-educational
school where boys and girls studied
together. | found that naturally dis-
cipline is better.”

“As a matter of fact, | have known
this school before | came here though
not quite aware of it. Being a teacher
here for two months only, | know there
is a Bridge Club, Chess Club, Chinese
Language Society, English Language
Society, Duke of Edinburgh's Award
Scheme, Canoe Club, Scout troops . ..
etc. | don't think there are too many.
Maybe, there are still many others | do
not know, but I'm afraid that if there
isnt a good way of uniting them,
confusion may occur in carrying out
activities. We had a Students’ Union in
Sir Robert Black College which was
quite effective and powerful. The school
authorities usually have discussions with
it before any policy is carried out.
Through a union, activities may be more
systematically planned, but | cannot say
if something like this is suitable here.”

“| have been to the Library three
times only. My impression of the
Library is that it is quite big but the
quantity of books is, to a certain extent,
not enough.”

Miss Clara Law

HE S 3/ |

Date of interview: 11th November,

1976.

Subjects taught: English, Oral English &

E.P.A.

*| have never been a teacher before.
After my graduation from the Sacred
Heart Cannosian. College, | studied
mainly English in the University of
Hong Kong. | am interested in Litera-
ture.”

“It is generally accepted that
students in a boys’ school are naughty,
but as | am working here, | feel that
Chan Sui Ki boys are well-behaved.
Before | came here, | worked in an
office. However, | got tired of that
office work, so | started teaching, a
profession that | had never thought of.
It gave me a ‘fresh-taste’ on the first day
of my teaching carer. | sometimes
think of what | expected the teacher to
be when | was a student and refered to
that when | started teaching here.”

“In my opinion, the gap between a
teacher and students should not be a
wide one, so that relationships can be
built on understanding. It makes things
easy for teachers and students. Students
understand better and teachers can
teach without many difficulties.”

“Chan Sui Ki students are willing to
learn, but as | teach mainly English
here, | feel that the standard of English
is not high.

“| have not become fully aware of
the school campus and facilities in the
school because | haven't been walking
around it and seen everything except
the coloured television set.”

“Probably, there is no great differ-
ence between a boys’ school and a girls’
school. As their interests are not the
same, the subjects vary. | am trying to
see which field you are more interested
in or weak in so as to give correc’
guidance. It happens so often that
different classes have their own aiiier-
ent characteristic traits."”

“| realize that students, somehow are
not much interested in reading books.
In order to improve a student’s English,
he should read more books. Besides

books, newspaper will help you alone
too. It saves time and it is simply more
convenient. You may choose some
topics that you're interested in to read
about.”

Miss K.P. Wong .
R/ |

Date of interview: 3rd November, 1976.

Form-mistress: Form 1F

Subjects taught: English, History, Geo-
graphy and Music.

“After having graduated from Ying
Wah Girls" School, | studied at the
Grantham College of Education for two
years. | did my third year at the Sir
Robert Black College of Education. |
studied music and prepared myself to be
a teacher. | joined Chan Sui Ki in
September. | am now the form-mistress
of F.1F and one of the advisers of the
Junior School Choir. Besides music, |
teach English, History and Geography. |
find that, as students in Form One come
from different primary schools, the
standard of English varies among them."”

“l am deeply interested in music. |
learned to play the piano when | was a
little girl. Music gives delight.”

“I think music lessons are still good
for the higher form students. They can
relax after studying subjects like
Phusics, Chemistry and Biology.”

“Being an adviser of Junior Choir, |
think their standard is quite high but we

should not expect too much from them.«

In addition, | think participation.in
Schools Music Festival is most,im
tant. Of the choir wins a'prize, it is
certainly good, but it'is not the main
purpose of our participation in the
contest. As | see, Chan Sui Ki students
are more active in sports than in their
“classwork. Most of the students | teach
are well-benaved and can understand
well. Discipline in this school is good!”

“| think the strict punishment for

late-comers is -suitable. Students should
be punctual if they wish to achieve
success in life.”

When the reporters of Press Club
asked Miss Wong what she thought
about the length of hair of Chan Sui Ki
boys, she replied that they do not wear
long hair; the length is suitable.

1) Picnic Day — 28th October, 1976.
2) A Book Exhibitidn was held on 22th
October, 1976 in the library.

guage, English and Social Studies in

NEWSROOM

colour to all Form One students. A
colour television set is placed in the
Geography Room.

3) The Educational Television (ETV) has 4) A Prize-giving Day was held on 26th
introduced educational television pro-
grammes in Mathematics, Chinese Lan-

November, 1976 at 5:30 p.m. in the
school hall. Guest of honour, Rev. Bro.
Alphonsus Breen F.S.C. officiated.

4
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