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Emphasising Student centred Learning

Last spring, | attended an Education Leadership course at the
renowned Harvard Business School. Before departing, | anticipated
an environment rich with advanced equipment and top-tier
technology in the classrooms. However, after attending my first
lecture, | discovered something quite different: a classroom
dominated by six large, movable blackboards and professors who
taught using the 'chalk and talk' method.You might think this
approach is traditional or teacher-centred, but it is a
time-honoured tradition dating back to 1908, known as the "case
study method." The course content consists of analysing real-life
cases, and the professors—researchers who wrote these case
studies—largely refrain from lecturing, instead asking questions to
stimulate students' thinking. The intellectual depth of each class is
built upon the responses and discussions of the students, creating
a collective learning environment. To my surprise, even at an
institution teeming with star professors, learning has never been
teacher-centred. The six large blackboards were filled with
students' responses, highlighting their insights, not just the
knowledge imparted by the professors. | witnessed a
student-centric  teaching approach as opposed to a
knowledge-centric one.This method compels students to prepare
in advance by becoming familiar with the case study content,
ensuring they can respond promptly during classes. With three
case studies to review daily, | rose to read and take notes at four in
the morning. As Harvard professors don't allow students to use
computers or phones in class, | had to jot down key points on
paper. After a week, | had reviewed 15 case studies and filled a
notebook with notes. It had been a long time since | studied so
diligently. The insightful knowledge shared by the professors and
classmates was enlightening. A student-centred design creates a
space for self-study and an atmosphere conducive to discussion,
with no standard answers, only positive and encouraging
responses.

Cheng Suk Wah, Vice Principal

So, how do we enable students to learn better at our school? We
help teachers to teach better! Our teachers are undoubtedly
knowledgeable, but what | mean by "better" pertains to the
effective use of classroom equipment. In our DigiZeal project, we
have transformed classrooms to help teachers utilise the most
proficient tools that best suit their subjects, such as computers,
iPads, projectors, and visualisers. These tools can be switched on
with a single click. Movable blackboards and a central touch panel
allow different teaching materials to be displayed simultaneously,
facilitating discussions. The 85-inch electronic screen is clear and
bright, visible even for students seated at the back of the
classroom.

We've also upgraded students' learning equipment.They can bring
their own devices for learning purposes. In the classroom, students
can project their iPads onto the touch panel for peer reviews and
appreciation. Everyone gets a chance to take the stage. Students
can use videos, music, or animations to respond to the topics they
heave learned. Don't think we're limiting creativity by using iPads;
our diverse expressions also allow students to build with Lego or
utilise Al tools for assistance, truly empowering everyone to
create—a necessary part of deep learning.

Through student-centred equipment and teaching design, the key is
not technology but respecting students' voice and choice. This
aligns with the educational philosophy of Saint La Salle, where we
care for and respect each student's uniqueness.The Last, The Least,
and The Lost are not just a slogan for us but beliefs we practice
daily.

| am grateful for witnessing students' growth and progress each
day, and every day | receive rewards from God.
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6D Yu Hin Fung, Ryan (2022-2023 Graduate)

| was invited by the school to write an article for the school
newsletter to share my time in CSK as a graduate. However, |
found it difficult to put my 6-years school life into a short article,
given how many unforgettable memories | had. Hence, in this short
article, | will focus on, what | believe is, the highlights of highlights
of my school life.

| am Yu Hin Fung, class of 2022-23. 1 am now aYear | LLB student
studying at City University of Hong Kong. Going back in time, | was
took up several position.To name a few, | was the Head Prefect of
the school, a member of the English Debate Team as well as the
Chairperson of the English Society.

| learnt a great deal from all those roles. | believe it is extremely
crucial to participate in extra-curricular activities in order for one
to grow.At the end of the day, can you only learn so much from
textbooks, homework, and PowerPoint slides. The function of
school is to prepare their student not only for public exams, but
very importantly, society. As such, a set of soft skills becomes
rather important. And these extra-curricular activities can teach
you this exactly.

Being the Head Prefect, it sharpened my leadership skills. From my
perspective, a leadership trait is one of the harder social skills to
learn. It is mixture of many including man-management and
problem-solving skills. During the year-long period, | found myself
needing to solve inter-personal and practical problems in a
constant manner.

Having said that, this position also gave
me a more unique experience,
regarding responsibility. As the head of
the largest student organisation, you
became liable and responsible to not
only the prefects you work with, but to
teachers,  Principal Lee, fellow
schoolmates and the entire school.
Both the “Caparo Test” and the
“Neighbour Principle” formulated by
Lord Atkin became perfectly applicable
in my case, as everyone in CSK is
neighbour, and | must take reasonable
care in order not to injury my
neighbour.

2023-2024

While my experience as Head Prefect greatly benefited me, the
English Debate Team taught me many valuable lessons.

For 5 years had | been part of the Debate Team, we enjoyed
success during the half-a-decade. Out of all, being the Ist Runner
Up in the SingTao Debating Competition and being crowned the
Grand Champion of the Hong Kong Secondary Schools Debating
Competition are among the more notable achievements. From S2
to S6, it is fair to say | grew up in the team.| made my best friends
through the team, enjoyed the most glory through the team, learnt
the most through the team.

As a debater, a must-have skill is the ability to work as a team.
Everything you do, you work with and think for your teammates. |
witnessed first-hand a debate team without well cooperation and
chemistry. They just couldn’t work. It just couldn’t work.

Time management became another essential skill. School work and
other activates already take up a massive part in one’s schedule.
Being a debater added another huge layer of time cost on top.| was
required to navigate between my daily revision and homework and
debate duties effectively, or else, you would lack behind on both
fronts. It was quite a daunting task in the beginning especially when
| was unfamiliar with debating, but it became an easier task
gradually. Nonetheless, it was still a challenge towards the end.

All these skills | learnt had already shown great effect during my
one-month time in university. | have no doubt these skills will be
further tested in the future in society. Al my memories | left is
impossible to be shared and discussed in the merely hundreds or
thousands of words. In fact, it is an enormous discredit to my own
experience if | were able to. However, | still hope these 600 words
can still tell you a clearer picture of my time in CSK, my time as a
boy in red.

6D Yeung Tsz Kin, Toby (2022-2023 Graduate)

Entering university marks a new stage in my life, but | will never
forget my time at CSK. If | hadn't attended CSK, | wouldn't have
been able to enroll in the best university in Hong Kong. Reflecting
on my time at CSK, | realized that the rewards | gained from the
school far exceeded the results | achieved in the HKDSE.

CSK provides ample support to students in their studies, with
teachers who are willing to go above and beyond for their
students. During my time in Forms 5 and 6, as | aimed for high
grades in the HKDSE examination, | frequently submitted extra



drilling practices to my teachers. | am aware that this was beyond
their job duties, as it required them to work extended hours to
mark these practices for me. | am incredibly grateful that my
teachers placed importance on my extra practice, willingly
dedicating extra time to provide detailed feedback and patiently
explaining the material to me. This allowed me to have more
training opportunities and gain valuable hands-on experience in
handling exam papers, ultimately leading to good grades in the
public exam.

My teachers even put in countless efforts to equip us with the
necessary knowledge to excel in the HKDSE exams. | remember
my chemistry teacher organizing supplementary tutorial sessions
for us during his spare time at night. Despite being exhausted from
his daytime work, he chose to help us. He divided the class into
several groups based on students' capabilities, allowing for more
tailored instruction and focusing on the individual learning
progress of each student.As one of the high-performing students, |
was able to delve into advanced concepts, while classmates who
faced difficulties in understanding certain topics could revise the
foundational parts to catch up with the rest of the class. This
personalized approach enabled us to acquire knowledge more
effectively. When it comes to academia, CSK truly provided me
with adequate support.

However, some critics may argue that life at CSK is solely centered
around academia. Is it really the case that there are no other
activities at the school? At CSK, extracurricular activities and
academic pursuits are not mutually exclusive. | have proven that
participating in extracurricular activities does not lead to poor
academic results. The benefits gained from non-academic activities
go beyond one's imagination, offering opportunities for personal
growth.When | joined the Red Cross unit in Form 1, | couldn't
have anticipated the transformative changes it would bring about in
me over the next six years.

Initially, as someone who prioritized academia, | didn't hold high
expectations for the activities within the Red Cross unit. |
participated passively and didn't take them seriously. In the first few
months, we focused on drilling exercises during regular meetings.
Meeting the drilling standards proved challenging for me, as | would
often be scolded for my poor performance. However, the teacher
overseeing the Red Cross unit encouraged us not to give up easily
and emphasized the importance of taking everything seriously to
make progress. His words inspired me to push myself to a higher
standard and improve. By actively participating in drilling practices,
| eventually developed a strong sense of determination and
unwavering perseverance. These qualities have helped me
overcome difficulties and obstacles in my studies. However,
determination alone is not sufficient.

2023-2024

| have also learned various soft skills that are essential for life. One
of the most important skills | acquired was first aid, enabling me to
assist others in times of need. | learned how to use bandages and
perform CPR, skills that cannot be learned from textbooks alone.
As an equivalent youth first-aider, | had the opportunity to help
deal with injuries during school events such as the swimming gala
and athletics meet. Being able to assist others brings me a sense of
fulfillment, knowing that others benefit from my help.

Being a member of the Red Cross unit and serving as the school
magazine chief editor were also significant parts of my life at CSK.
Not only did | learn how to write good scripts through my role as
the chief editor, but | also acquired valuable skills in collaborating
with others. Working on the magazine required me to
communicate with various stakeholders at school, particularly
when presenting my ideas to the principal and teachers. This
experience taught me the techniques and tones of communicating
formally yet in a relaxed manner.Additionally, | encountered several
conflicts with my teammates due to missed deadlines. As a
perfectionist, | became frustrated when it seemed that they were
not working towards the same goal as me. However, my teacher
taught me that, as a leader, it was important to consider the feelings
and perspectives of my teammates. | realized that | couldn't
unilaterally impose my standards on others. Working with less
experienced individuals, | learned the importance of providing
adequate support and understanding their perspectives.
Respecting others and avoiding conflicts became essential skills
that | developed, enabling me to handle disputes with others in a
peaceful and fair manner. These experiences greatly enhanced my
interpersonal skills.

| would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude
to the teachers at CSK for their tireless efforts in creating an
accommodating study environment. Beyond my academic pursuits
and extracurricular activities, | have come to realize that the
friends | made at CSK are the most essential part of my campus life
even after graduating. Despite attending different tertiary
education institutions, we have remained in contact with each
other.The core value of CSK truly lies in the sense of belonging, as
it fosters strong bonds and builds unbreakable solidarity among its
students. That concludes my sharing, and | hope to see you as part
of the CSK family.




5D 24 WongYik Chun, Hugo

Let’s talk about debate, is it simply what you think of, something
like quarrelling? Obviously not, in fact, debating is linked to the
process of finding the truth behind a social issue and arguing with
the stance opposite to yours. However, just by saying that, debate
seems dull and not appealing at all, but this is far away from truth.

My impression on debate underwent a revolution when | became
engrossed in it and gained more experience, day by day.As a novice
in debate, it was not really my cup of tea.What inspired me to join
the Debate Team was that it could hone my skills in English.
However, the reality of being in the Debate Team is entirely far
from that. In fact, debating offers a myriad of skills like critical
thinking, opinion embracement and expression that is
indispensable for a student both in the classroom and even in the
community. As Catriona Gray says, “People should debate. They
shouldn’t be afraid to talk.You should listen to what other people
think and how they make decisions. There should be an exchange
of ideas and opinions because that’s how we learn.”

This year, our school English Debate Team achieved a remarkable
result in Hong Kong Secondary School Debating Competition
(HKSSDC). Results aside, the preparation we did before the
competition was a very rewarding process for me in my school life
overall. Rarely do we have an occasion where social issues are
discussed deeply, and debating is where you can have such
discussions. In the debate-prep session, the consideration of every
aspect from each stakeholder’s point of view in the debate motion
is crucial, decluttering some viable and solid arguments for your
stance.What we have to do is to justify our side and to point out
the fallacy of the opposing side. These insights probably best
encapsulate how debate works.
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This seemingly undemanding task may turn out to be filled with
blood, sweat and tears. After-school time is undoubtedly limited for
preparing a debate competition, not to mention how exhausted we
are after the 8-hour school day. Nevertheless, the above are not
worth mentioning when we take a closer look at the fun of debate.
| still vividly remember the moment when we utilized all of our
after-school time researching data, clearing up arguments and
preparing rebuttals. It will not surprise you to hear that we
conduct Skype meetings deep into the night for discussions
regarding the motion.Ve endeavor to devote the most to debate.
It is equally important for all of us to contribute since debating is
teamwork. As we work together, our bonds have gradually been
strengthened, and hence our sense of camaraderie.This is probably
one of the features of debate which prompts team members to
become good friends.

No matter whether we win or lose in the competition, we all have
derived valuable experience from the training. When we win, we
can dissect the winning factor despite the joy.VWhen we lose, we
hold a comprehensive reflection on our performance. In an
arbitrary instance, we might find ourselves inferior and sense our
powerlessness after the losses. In those dark moments, we take
comfort from our togetherness and, somehow, it has a magical
effect which boosts our spirits and keeps us motivated and on the
right path.

In the upcoming academic year, it is very promising to note that
even more students than ever before are going to participate in
debate. It’'s time for the Debate Team to be carried on the
shoulders of the newcomers who will be inheriting the spirit of
debate. Following the success of our team last year it is believed
that Ms Wong and Mr Lee will continue to lead the senior English
Debate Team to further success and glory!
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6D 05 Chan Yee Hang

I am Chan Yee Hang from class 6D.As a Form Six student, | am
deeply grateful for the nurturing environment and opportunities
provided by my school. From my early days in Form |, where |
participated in a captivating micro:bit workshop, to my current
position as the chairman of the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) Society, my school has played a
pivotal role in shaping my passion for STEM.



My journey began in Form | when | attended a micro:bit workshop
that the school organized.This experience ignited my curiosity and
fascination with coding and electronics. The school's commitment
to innovative learning methods exposed me to the vast potential
of STEM.

In Form 3, | joined the STEM Society, which further deepened my
engagement in the field. The society provided an inclusive
environment where like-minded students could collaborate and
explore various STEM disciplines. Through their guidance and
mentorship, my interest in STEM flourished, and | became eager to
take on new challenges.

In subsequent years, | had the honor of being appointed chairman
of STEM Society. This leadership role allowed me to organize and
host a range of engaging activities that showcased the wonders of
STEM to the school community. | organized a micro:bit workshop,
introducing students to coding fundamentals and allowing them to
create their own projects. A glider competition challenged
participants to design and build efficient gliders, fostering
teamwork and critical thinking skills. Additionally, a carpentry
workshop provided hands-on experience in craftsmanship and
engineering principles.

Beyond internal events, I
represented the school in external
competitions. In a water filtration
system design competition, my
team's efforts were rewarded with
an excellent award, recognizing our
innovative approach to clean water
solutions.  Furthermore, in a
bridge-building competition, we
secured fourth place, showcasing
our abilities in structural engineering
and problem-solving.

Throughout my journey, the school has been a pillar of support,
nurturing my growth and providing invaluable resources. The
dedicated teachers who guided me in my STEM endeavors deserve
special recognition. Their expertise and enthusiasm have not only
enriched my knowledge but also instilled in me a passion for
continuous learning.

| am immensely grateful to my school for fostering an environment
that nurtures curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking. The
opportunities | have been given, such as the micro:bit workshop,
membership to STEM Society, and the chance to organize various
activities, have shaped me into the individual | am today. These
experiences have not only exposed me to the wonders of STEM
but have also helped me develop crucial life skills such as
leadership, teamwork, and perseverance.

As | embark upon the next chapter of my academic journey, | carry
with me the lessons and values imparted by my school. The
foundation they have provided will undoubtedly guide me towards
a future filled with endless possibilities. | am indebted to my school
for their unwavering support and for fostering a passion for STEM
that will continue to inspire me in all my future endeavors.

2023-2024

5D 04 Cheng Wai Chun

First of all, | welcome all of you to Chan Sui Ki! Being a student at
Chan Sui Ki for five years and as the Head Prefect of the school, my
abilities were honed through the various opportunities provided
by the school.

Last year, | joined the Robomaster team. During the competition,
by tackling various challenges, | was able to utilize my
problem-solving skills and resolve conflicts within the team.To
succeed in the competition, we had to collaborate with our
teammates to assign members to suitable positions and develop a
strategy. Throughout the competition, we learned how to work
together and overcome challenges, which prepared me to address
conflicts within my Prefectorial Board.

Furthermore, the school presented me with another challenge:
participating in the Joint Lasallian School Leadership Training
Course, commonly known as Outward Bound. Surviving in the
wilderness for eight days with comrades coming from four other
Lasallian schools, including rafting and hiking, we faced various tasks
and resolved diverse challenges. Throughout the course, it was
thrilling to make new friends, to learn effective collaboration, and
gain the courage to try new things.The final challenge of the course
was to leap off the harbor. Jumping alongside my comrades, |
realized the importance of trying new experiences. This
encouraged me to run for the position of Head Prefect this year
and implement my ideas, which marked a personal breakthrough
for me.

In my first month as Head Prefect, the school has granted me an
extraordinary degree of freedom, along with valuable suggestions
and feedback from the teachers. Chan Sui Ki is, in fact,a remarkable
place, where we can learn and grow not only from textbooks but
also from engaging in various activities.

Chan Sui Ki offers a wealth of opportunities and extends a warm
welcome to students of all kinds to pursue their dreams.



