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2021 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE)
Examination Arrangements for Candidates Subject to
Compulsory Testing or Mandatory Quarantine
(Issued on 7 April 2021)

This document lists out the examination arrangements for candidates who are subject to
compulsory testing or mandatory quarantine, based on the latest advice of the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP) in collaboration with Education Bureau (EDB) and concerned government
departments.

Compulsory Testing

Candidates under compulsory testing should only be allowed to enter the examination centre after
receiving a negative test result. If a candidate has declared in the Declaration Form on Health that
he/she is still awaiting the test result of COVID-19 compulsory testing today, i.e. the day of
examination, please do not admit him/her to the examination centre. The candidate concerned
should be given an ‘SRf(Notes) - Notes for Candidates with symptoms of COVID-19’. The Report
Form SR4g should be filed for follow up by the HKEAA. The same arrangement will be applied to
invigilation staff nominated by schools which should arrange a replacement invigilation staff as a
substitute.

Restriction Testing Declaration (RTD)

1. In case the subject building where a candidate resides is announced as the restricted area in the
evening before the examination day, the candidate concerned should identify himself/herself as
the 2021 HKDSE candidate and show up at the testing counter early with his/her admission form
and identification document for compulsory testing. Those who have to sit the examination the
next day will have priority in compulsory testing, so that the test results can be released as early
as possible. It is candidates’ responsibility to comply with the testing process and go to the
temporary specimen collection stations the soonest for the test. They should inform the HKEAA
Public Examinations Information Centre via email (RTD@hkeaa.edu.hk) as soon as possible
that s/he has undergone compulsory testing.

2. On the next day, i.e. the examination day, if the candidate concerned has sufficient proof that
he/she has already complied with the testing requirements: (a) a wristband, which will be given
to a person who has taken the test during RTD; (b) leaves his/her personal particulars, address
and contact information; and (c) the admission form and identification document, he/she can
leave the restricted area for examination prior to the soft opening (and before the revocation of
the RTD). According to the relevant announcement of the EDB, if candidates need to leave the
‘restricted area’ for the examination centre before the ‘restriction-testing declaration’ revokes,
they can make a request to the prescribed officer in the ‘restricted area’, regardless of whether
the test result has been obtained or not. The prescribed officer will allow the candidate to leave
the ‘restricted area’ after verifying that the candidate has undergone testing as required and
recording the relevant information of the candidate. Candidates who receive a negative test
result on their way to the examination centres will be allowed to sit the examination as scheduled.
For the safety of all candidates and invigilation personnel, the HKEAA reiterated that only
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candidates with a negative result proof of a nucleic acid test for COVID-19 will be allowed to
enter the examination centres. If candidates have not yet received a negative test result upon
arriving the examination centres, they should wait at the designated area of the centre schools.
If the candidates concerned are allowed to enter the examination centre after the start of the
examination, the Centre Supervisor will submit the Report Form SR4g recording the starting time
of the examination to the HKEAA for follow up.

3. The candidate should go to the examination centre as specified in his/her admission form as
soon as possible when s/he is allowed to leave the ‘restricted area’ and show the SMS
notification of the negative test result to the examination personnel before being admitted to the
examination centre. If he/she foresees that it is impossible to arrive the examination centre on
time, the candidate should contact the Public Examinations Information Centre by phone (Tel.:
3628 8860) so that the HKEAA could help to find the nearest examination centre having the
same question paper version available for this candidate.

4. Centre schools are requested to accommodate such wrong centre candidates by assigning a
spare seat in the hall for them. In case the candidate arrives late, the Centre Supervisor should
record the time when the candidate arrived, state the reasons and file the Report Form SR4g for
follow up by the HKEAA.

Candidates sitting the examinations in Penny’s Bay Quarantine Centre (PBQC)

5. Upon receipt of notification of preliminary positive or confirmed cases of COVID-19, the CHP
would conduct epidemiological investigation and contact tracing. Asymptomatic close contacts
would be put under mandatory quarantine order. Candidates who wish to sit the HKDSE in the
guarantine centre should present relevant supporting documents, including admission forms
and identification documents, to the staff of Department of Health. They should also inform the
PEIC of the HKEAA (via email: RTD@hkeaa.edu.hk or Hotline: 36288860) as soon as possible
and apply for the special arrangement via their own schools. It should be noted that the HKEAA
would give an assessed subject result to school candidates on medical grounds or other COVID-
19 related circumstances according to the established mechanism. The special arrangement
would only be made for candidates (including private candidates) who wish to sit the
examinations in the PBQC as an alternative. The candidates concerned will be arranged to sit
the examinations in individual rooms but the examination conditions might not be up to their
expectations. No special consideration would normally be given after the examination on
grounds of undesirable examination conditions. In addition, the hardcopy of the candidate’s
scripts might be destructed after scanning due to public health reasons.

6. If a candidate wishes to sit the examinations in the PBQC, the school concerned should make
sure that a written request (see sample application form attached) with the relevant supporting
documents should be submitted to the HKEAA at least 3 working days as far as possible before
the examination takes place. The school is requested to arrange its teacher(s) or nominate
retired teacher(s) to serve as the invigilators as possible. The HKEAA will make necessary
arrangements for conducting the examinations in the PBQC.

7. Candidates sitting the examinations in the PBQC need to bring their own stationery and
calculators which will not be supplied at the QC.
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8. For Listening examinations of language subjects (except Chinese Language Paper 3 (PTH
version)), candidates should bring their own radio and earphones to listen to the broadcast and
no special room will be arranged. For Listening examinations of Chinese Language Paper 3
(PTH version) and Music Papers 1A and 1B, a USB player will be provided and candidates need
not bring their listening equipment.

9. To safeguard the health of examination personnel, all invigilation staff who are going to work in
the quarantine centre will receive training on epidemic prevention from the CHP before the
examinations, including donning and doffing of personal protective equipment. The HKEAA will
recruit the invigilation personnel later. The HKEAA encourages people with teaching or
invigilation experience to apply to be invigilation personnel, and would like to call for schools to
support this arrangement by actively nominating invigilators to assist the candidates in need.

10.Regarding the special examination arrangements for SEN candidates, due to the limitation of
the venue and facilities, some special arrangements might not be provided. For enquiries,
please contact the SEN hotline (Tel: 3628 8917).
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