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27™ November 2025 Circular No: 25046
IPlease return the hard copy of Reply Slip (if applicable)l

Dear Parents /Guardians,

SCOLAR project (S1)

Our school has been invited by The Education University of Hong Kong (EdJUHK) and the
Standing Committee on Language Education and Research (SCOLAR) of the Education
Bureau to participate in an English cross-disciplinary research project under the supervision of Dr.
April Liu.

The purpose of this project is to investigate the impact of the Language Across the Curriculum
(LAC) approach on junior secondary students’ academic English reading and writing abilities. The
data collected will provide valuable insights for the future development of English language teaching,
making this study highly significant.

The research team from EAUHK will visit our school to conduct lesson observations and video
recordings. Some students may also be invited to participate in audio-recorded interviews. The
research findings may be shared and published while students' identities will remain anonymous.

To facilitate arrangements, please complete and submit the reply form (page 9 or 10) to indicate your
consent by 5™ December 2025 (Friday).

Relevant information about the research project is attached for your reference.
Should you have any enquiries, please contact Geography and History Subject Panel Head Mr. TH
Lin.

Yours faithfully,

Lee Po Chu Fiona

Principal
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Research Project Information
" Innovating with a translanguaging/trans-semiotizing informed LAC model
to improve ESL junior secondary students’ academic English literacy"

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We cordially invite you and your child to participate in a research project conducted by Dr.
April Liu, a faculty member in the Department of English Language Education at The
Education University of Hong Kong.

The objective of this research is to understand the impact of innovative teaching methods
(Translanguaging, Trans-Semiotizing, and Language Across the Curriculum) on students'
English literacy skills, self-efficacy, and interest in language learning, as well as to explore how
these approaches support students in integrating English with their subject studies.

Students participating in this research will be required to audio-recorded interviews on their
understanding of English concepts, self-efficacy in English learning, and interest in language
studies before and after the implementation of the innovative curriculum (approximately fifteen
to thirty minutes to complete). Additionally, the research team will conduct classroom
observations, during which video recordings will be made.

While this research does not provide direct personal benefits to participants, the data collected
will provide valuable insights into the research on English language education.

Your child's participation is entirely voluntary. Your child has the full right to withdraw from
this research at any time without any adverse consequences.

All information related to your child will be kept confidential, and only the research team will
have access to the coded data.

Research findings may be published and shared through various media, including academic
journals, conferences, institutional reports, and oral presentations.

If you would like more information about this research, please contact Dr. April Liu at
liuyigi@eduhk.hk or +852 29487712.

If you or your child have any concerns about the ethics of this research, you may contact the
Human Research Ethics Committee of The Education University of Hong Kong (Email:
hrec(@eduhk.hk; Address: Office of Research and Development, The Education University of
Hong Kong).

Thank you for your interest in participating in this research.

Dr. April Liu
Principal Investigator
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INFORMATION SHEET

Innovating with a translanguaging/trans-semiotizing informed LAC model
to improve ESL junior secondary students’ academic English literacy

You are invited to participate with your child in a project conducted by Dr LIU Yigi, who is a staff
member of the Department of English Language Education in The Education University of Hong
Kong.

The introduction of the research

The study will explore the effectiveness of content and language integrated learning
in English-medium content subject studies using a translanguaging/trans-semiotizing
informed LAC model. LAC means language across the curriculum, a language
education approach to give formal English language support for non-language
content subject studies. The LAC model in the study aims to give explicit academic
language support in both instruction and formative assessment with judicious use of
multilingual and multimodal resources in the classroom (Lin, 2015; Wu and Lin,
2022).

The main goals of the research are:

1. To examine the impact of TL-TS informed PSHE LAC pedagogy and formative
assessment on ESL junior secondary students’ academic English literacy
development;

2. To address the gaps in LAC and English-medium instruction in Hong Kong junior
secondary PSHE subjects;

3. To facilitate the teaching and learning of academic English literacy in the
English-medium PSHE subjects;

4. To develop a feasible and contextualized TL and TS informed LAC model in the
PSHE Key Learning Area (KLA) for Hong Kong junior secondary schools.

You are invited to join this research due to the medium of instruction of your (your
child 5) school, i.e. the use of English in content subjects.

References:
Lin, A. M. Y. (2015). Conceptualizing the potential role of L1 in content and language integrated
learning (CLIL). Language, Culture and Curriculum , 28 (1),74-89.
Wu, Y., & Lin, A. M. (2022). Thematic patterns, Cognitive Discourse Functions, and genres: Towards
an Integrative Model for CLIL. Journal of Immersion and Content-Based Language Education,
10(2), 230-264.

The methodology of the research
A) Participants
- Sample size: about 100 students from all the project schools;
-Student participants will be some of the teacher participants’ students.

B) Procedure of the research

-For student participants:

1. Be video-recorded in the classes of the two units of work co-designed by the teachers and the
Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) project team.

2. Participate in a video-recorded online interview once before and after the trial teaching of the
co-prepared units, each lasting approximately one hour.

3. Participate in an academic English proficiency test before and after the learning activities of the two
trial teaching units, each session lasting up to one hour, with a maximum of four hours spent on the
academic English proficiency tests.



- Period of participation: The abovementioned research activities will be completed
within twelve months.

C) Potential benefits: No personal interest will be involved but teaching and learning
resources for CLIL or LAC or EMI subject learning will be generated for
participants.

The potential risks of the research
1. No potential risks will be involved in the study.
2. Your child’s participation in the project is voluntary. You and your child have
every right to withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences.
All information related to your child will remain confidential, and will be
identifiable by codes known only to the researcher.

Dissemination of project findings
A project report will be provided to the schools involved and the teacher participants.
The project findings will also be disseminated in the forms of journal publications
and academic presentations with the participants’ consent. The research data and the
project report will be submitted to the funding body (i.e., the Standing Committee on
Language Education and Research) if required.

If you would like to obtain more information about this study, please call Dr LIU Yiqi at 2948772 or
email her at liuyigi@eduhk.hk.

If you or your child have/ has any concerns about the conduct of this research study, please do not
hesitate to contact the Human Research Ethics Committee by email at hrec@eduhk.hk or by mail to
Research and Development Office, The Education University of Hong Kong.

Thank you for your interest in participating in this study.

LIU Yigi
Principal Investigator
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Consent Form and Information Sheet for STUDENTS AND PARENTS

THE EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
Department of English Language Education

CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH

Innovating with a translanguaging/trans-semiotizing informed LAC model

to improve ESL junior secondary students’ academic English literacy

I hereby consent / do not consent* to my child participating in the
captioned research conducted by Dr LIU Yiqgi, who is a staff member of Department of English
Language Education in The Education University of Hong Kong.

[* delete as appropriate]

I understand that information obtained from this research may be used in future research and may
be published. However, our right to privacy will be retained, i.e., the personal details of my child
will not be revealed.

The procedure as set out in the attached information sheet has been fully explained. | understand
the benefits and risks involved. My child’s participation in the project is voluntary.

I acknowledge that we have the right to question any part of the procedure and can withdraw at any
time without negative consequences.

Name of participant

Signature of participant

Name of Parent or Guardian

Signature of Parent or Guardian

Date
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